
The Mayor of Monterey contacted Isola delle Femmine Sindaco Nevoloso that he was 
going to Isola to reconnect Monterey as a sister city. This is the first time a sitting 
mayor of Monterey came to Isola on official business. Monterey Chapter Director, 
Vincenzo Malfitano and myself traveled to Isola a few days before Mayor Tyller 
Willamson and his small group came for the official visit. 
 
We landed at the Palermo Airport on Friday May 30 to a cheering group of friends, 
Stefano & Maria Grazie Bologna, Michele & Marie Lucido, Tonino Scala, Giuseppe 
Lucido, Marco, Tonino and Letizia Croce. After 14 hours of flying, it was so nice to see 
them. They took us to our hotel, the wonderful Saracen Sands Hotel right on the 
beach.  
 
The next day we met with Mayor Nevoloso and some of his administration to go over 
the itinerary for the upcoming visit of Mayor Williamson. They had a jammed packed 
schedule for them which included us. 
 
We also discussed the deteriorating Fisherman Statue. We explained what is 
happening to the statue, how important this statue means to Isola’s sister cities, and 
the countless numbers of visitors to Isola that take photos with the statue. The statue 
is the symbol of our sister city hood that binds us to each other. Vince and I discussed 
an idea of a family brick program that will help refurbish the statue. Nevoloso said it 
would be better to have ceramic tiles instead of clay bricks and the tiles to be placed 
on the pond walls. We all agreed. It was also agreed upon to find a local business that 
can make ceramic tiles such as La Musa factory which is located right in Isola. This way 
we will help the local business community and save on shipping costs. It was agreed by 
all.  
 
I informed them that I was in contact with the Fisherman Statue artist-Frank Vitalie, 
and we discussed what needed to be done to refurbish the statue. Hopefully we can 
find someone there to do the job. Or maybe Frank will go early next year to do the job. 
Let’s keep our fingers crossed. 
 
Guiseppe Lucido measured the pond walls for further study and our contact, Luisa 
Tricoli, will be researching tile manufacturers in the area. 
 
We will be selling the family name tiles to be placed on the pond walls and the funds 
will all be used for renovation of the pond and statue. More details to follow. 
 
When Mayor Williamson arrived, he hit the carpet running.  First up was the wreath 
laying celebration of the establishment of the Italian Republic in Palermo. A visit of the 



new unveiling a monument at Via Vespucci shoreline, a meeting with mayors of 
surrounding cities, and a signing of the Book of Roots. A tour of the biggest employer 
in Isola, the Heidelberg Materials facility, and then off to Palermo to meet with 
Regional Assessor Edy Tamajo and other high-level dignitaries-discussing commerce 
between Sicily and Monterey. A visit to the Palazzo dei Normanni, a visit to the 
Monreale Cathedral and a private visit with Arch Mons. Gualtiero Isacchi and then a 
visit to the Cappella Palatina. 
Not finished yet; we visited the Giardino della Memoria and then back to Isola for the 
unveiling of the Plaque of Via Monterey with a food tasting event. And the last day a 
visit to the Teatro Massimo Opera house in Palermo. 
Mayor Williamson and his group were overwhelmed by the hospitality, food, and love 
of their sister city. Vince and I will meet with the mayor in the near future to discuss 
what we learned in Isola and how to move forward with commerce between the two 
sister cities. 
 
Here is a message from Sindaco Nevoloso; 
 
“The sea is the connecting bond between Isola delle Femmine and its emigrants of the 
sister cities of Monterey, Pittsburg, and Martinez (California, USA). But not only that. 
There exists an indelible and permanent mark, and autograph that certifies, with those 
men and women, that the maritime culture, the craft of fishing and its most ancestral 
secrets have started from this remote part of the world. And in this new world our 
families worked hard in order to make their fortune, without definitively forgetting 
their homeland. 
Isola delle Femmine welcomes and will always welcome with heart the twinned 
communities of Monterey, Pittsburg and Martinez, because these places are part of 
our identity. My Public Local Administration and I want to leave a tangible and 
indelible mark in order to preserve the strong bond that holds us together.” 
 
Orazio Nevoloso 
Mayor of Isola delle Femmine. 
 
 


